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CHARLES iO 
PLAL:S' BAPTIST CHURCH TAKFS A VOTE 
ANECR > 


THE CONGREGATION OF THE FIRST FAFTIST Ci1URCH OF PLAINS, 


GEORGIA TOOK A VOTE THIS PAST SUHDAY, AID THF OUTCOME “AS 


PLEASING TO THE CHURCH'S SPST-F !o'e! MEHGER, AS CHARLES MEDD 
EXPLAINS. 
voice: 

IT HAS OHE OF THOSF "OHLY-IN-AUPRICA™ SCEWES, THE KIO OF 
SETTING THAT HOLLY!!OCD HOVIE PRODUCERS DREAM OF. NUTSIDE THE 
TINY, CLAPKOARD CHURCH ANOUT OFF THOUSAHD SPECTATORS VAITED It 
A COLD, WINTER RAT!: AS TELIPVISTO: CAIFRAS PANHED AND PROTED FCR 
POSSIBLE ACTION, T Tir HOST LISELY PROSPECTS -- A HANDFUL OF 
BLACK POWER MILITANTS AiiD THEI SHITE COUI:TSPPARTS, KU KLUX 
RLANSHEH -- PRODUCED NOTHING GUT A FE!’ SHOUTING MATCHES. 

THEY “WAITED FOR THRTO AMD OMF-HALF HOURS AS SONL THO HUNDRET 
MEMBERS OF THE FIPST RAPTIST CHURCH ARGUFD, DEBATED AND THEN 
VOTED Oi: THE T:'1ii ESS3FS OF THF DAY -- tHiETHER OR NOT TO ALLOW 


BLACKS TG WORSHIP AT THE ALL-!2:1TF PARISH AND UNETHER TO RETATI 


THE YOUNG MINISTER !A:0 SAIM THEY SHOULD. THE VERDICT WAS 
SIGHALED YER THF CHURCH'S CRST-KNONG: MPNSTR EMERGED VITH HIS 
FAMILIAR SNILE. SY A T'O-TO-OFE NARGIN, THE CENTURY-OLD CHURCH 
POLICY OF RACIAL SEGRECATIO® HAS OVER, AMD THE MINISTER WHO 
OPPOSED IT WOULD STAY Ot, 

FOR JTitY CARTER, THE VOTE MAY ROT HAVE BIEN AS TMPORTANT AS 
THE ONE TAKER WATIONALLY Of ROVFHSER SECOND, BIT TT WAS NONETHE- 
LESS RICH It! SYMBOLIC VALUD. GFMFRATIONS OF CARTERS HAVE 
ATTENDED THE LITTLE CHURCH Im PLAINS, WHICH LIKE STMELAR CHURCHES 


THROUGHOUT THE RURAL SOUTH IS AS HUCH A SOCIAL AND CIVIC CENTER 
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AS A PLACE OF VoRs.IP., lit NIHETFEN SIXTY=FIVE, MISTER CARTER 
TRIED TO CHD THE CHI2CHE"S POLICY Of RACIAL HATTERS, BUT HIS 
PROPOSAL YAS SQUIILY REJECTED, ANID THE CHURCH DOORS REMAINED 
CLOSED TO BLACKS. 

FoR THE PAST DOZFI Yts7s, Ti AMERICA SOUTH HAS UNDERGONE 
A SOCIAL REVOLUTIN:: OF RANICAL PROPORTIONS. A SERIES OF LA'S 
HAVE STRUCK DOW: THE AGE-OLD PRACTICE OF SFGREGATION IM ALL PUBLI 
PLACES -- SCHOOLS, RFSTAURA‘TS, HOTELS AMD BUSES, fuT THE LAW 
HAD HO AFFECT ON SUCH PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AS THE CHURCH, WHICH 
WAS AND STILL IS FREE TO MAKE ITS Ot! MCMBERSHIP RULES. 

THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF THES BAPTIST CHURCH, WHICH WITH 


SOME THCHTY-EIGHT HILLIO’ BEERS IS THE LARGEST PROTESTANT 


SECT Jii THE URITED STATFS, THE BAPTISTS, FOUNDED SY RELIGIOUS 
OMPSSIDEHTS, $lO OFJECTED TO RULES AND REGULATIONS IMPOSED BY A 
CHURCH HIERARCHY, HAVE TRAN TTIONALLY ALLOWED EACH FSIDIVIDUAL 
PARIS: TO GOVERI: ITSFLF. AND FF! MuCtt OF THE SOUTH, WHERE THE 
BAPTISTS HAVE LONG FLOYS ISHED, THIS MEANT SEPARATE CHURCHES FOR 
WHITES AHD BLACKS. 

IN RECEDPT YEARS, NAY RAPTISTS CONGREGATIONS -- BOTH HORTH 
AND SOUTH -- HAVE CHANGED THEIR MENCERSHIP RULES, AND HOW JIMMY 
CARTER'S CHURCH, ELFVFI: YFARS AFTER HE RAISED THE ISSUE, HAS DONE 
THE SAME. THE TIMING COULD HOT HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR THE MAN WHO 
SOO} LEAVES SOUTH GEORGIA FOR WASHINGTON AND FOR WHOM THE FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH OF PLAINS WILL REHAIN THE FAMILY PLACE OF WORSHIP, 
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